


• A practicing CPA over 4 decades.  

• Power user of MIP Fund Accounting. 

• 10 years MIP experience.

• Implemented new modules.

• Streamlined data input.

• Customized Advanced Financial 

Statements.

Jesse “Jay” Parrish III CPA



Objectives

• Understanding Segmentation strategies for stronger fund and grant 

tracking

• Segment Groups for Reporting useful for reporting to different 

audiences.

• Recurring and memorized entries.

• Setting up and using File Attachments.

• Security permissions and workflow approvals

• Import strategies



Segmentation strategies for stronger fund and grant tracking

MIP uses a segmented structure  to track: "who, what, and where" 



• MIP uses a segmented structure  to track "who, what, and where" 

• GL the "What.(e.g., Salaries, Utilities).

• Fund the "Who" top-level entity such as General Fund, Endowment, Capital 

Project

• Program Use a unique ID for every grant.

• Department the "Where" the funds spent. 

MIP uses a segmented structure  to track "who, what, and where" 



Distribution Codes used to spread expense and revenue the same way all the time.



Implement "Restrictions" as a Segment



Cross-Segment Validation

What is it and how do I use it for account verification?

This prevents users from accidently pairing a 

“Restricted Grant” with an “Unrestricted Fund” 

code.



Use Segment Groups for Reporting

Useful for reporting to different Audiences.

For example create a "Youth Services" Segment 
Group that rolls all 20 Youth Service programs 
codes into one line item for reporting to 
grantors.



Recurring and memorized entries

How to memorize transaction



Using memorized transactions



Setting up and using File Attachments

Why you should use file attachments



Setting up locations

Using attachments



Security permissions and workflow approvals

What is advanced security and why should I consider it?



Available permissions and what they mean



Separating user assignments to provide stronger  internal controls

Using roles instead of individual users.



Import strategies

What Can Be Imported?



• Accounts Payable: A/P Invoices (API). This is frequently used for 

importing corporate credit card statements or bulk utility bills.

• Budget Transactions: Budget entries or revisions (BD), often 

prepared in Excel first.

• Cash Disbursements: Checks or electronic payments made outside 

the system.

• Cash Receipts: import daily or monthly batches from donor 

management software (e.g., Raiser's Edge).

• Chart of Accounts: Account codes, titles, and segment details.

• Customers: For Accounts Receivable tracking.

• Distribution Codes: Pre-set percentage splits for recurring entries.



• Employees: Basic demographic and setup data (if using the Payroll 

module).

• Encumbrances: Commitments or obligations (EN).

• Fixed Assets: Asset IDs, descriptions, and acquisition costs.

• General Ledger: Journal Vouchers (JVs) often coming from external 

systems like outside payroll providers (e.g., ADP or Paychex).

• Payroll Timesheets: Hourly data or earnings codes for a specific pay 

period.

• Vendors: Contact info, tax IDs (1099 details), and default payment 

terms.



How hard is it?

How it Works (The "DEF" File)

MIP Classic doesn't just "read" an Excel file directly. It uses a Definition File 

(.DEF) which acts as a map.

The Data File: Usually a .CSV or .TXT (fixed-width) file containing your 

actual numbers and codes.



The DEF File: A template you create within MIP that tells the system, "Take the 

data in Column A and put it into the 'Description' field in MIP.“

MIP comes with Master DEF files (found in your MIP program folder under 

Import/Master DEF Files).

These are pre-built templates that include every possible field for a specific 

import type. It’s much easier to copy and "save as" one of these than to build a 

definition from scratch.



Miscelaneous items time permitting

Modifyng input columns to facilitate faster entry  Changing column order

Cntrl + mouse roll

Changing column order

Database has ghost user

Date Control



Q and A



• Thank you for your interest.  Enjoy the rest of your experience here at 

Innovate 2026
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