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At the end of this session, you will be able to:

❑ Apply the “expand by dimension” functionality to financial reports

❑ Uncover the power of dimensional flexibility

❑ Have a better understanding of the flexibility of dimensional 

reporting 

❑ Create dimension groups and structures on the fly



Session Agenda

• Brief overview of Sage Intacct Financial Reports Writer

• What are dimensions?

• Dimensional reporting

• How to create dimension groups and dimension structures



Overview of Sage Intacct Financial Report Writer

Designed specifically for finance 
professions to create Financial 

statements without needing IT or 
coding skills

“Account-aware”—it understands 
the relationship between your 
Chart of Accounts, dimensions 

and dimension structures

Use Dimensions to filter or group 
the data instantly

Live Drill-Down where you can 
click any number in a report to 

see the transactional detail 
including any attachments

Make use of calculated columns 
and rows which enable you to 
easily add “Budget vs Actual”, 
“Variance %” or custom KPI’s j 

(like Revenue per Employee)  by 
combining financial data with 

operational/statistical data



What are Dimensions?

STANDARD SPECIALTY User-defined

Project

(ie Project 

Tracking)

Warehouse 

(with Inventory 

module)

SitesEntity/Location

Department

Class

Item

Vendor

Customer

Employee

Line of 

Business



Using Dimensions in Financial Report

Have you heard of “Expand by Dimension”?

What is it? The ability to break down summarized financial data into detailed rows and/or 

columns based on selected dimensions.

Why does it matter? 

• The ability to break down summarized financial data into detailed rows and/or columns based 

on selected dimensions.

• Enhances Financial Reporting Visibility and Insights – provides deeper visibility without creating 
multiple reports



Additional benefits of “Expand by Dimension”

Improved visibility

Faster Analysis

Better comparisons

Cleaner report design

Built-in drill-down capabilities



Examples



Examples – standard Rev & Exp



OR…



…. Expanded by Department



OR…



…. Expanded by Customer



OR…



…. Expanded by Months



…. Expanded by Months and Customers

Expand 

by 

dimensions 

on

Rows 

And /Or

Columns



Let’s take it a step further….



Dimension Groups vs Dimension Structures

Dimension Groups – custom groupings of your Dimension used as a filter in financial 

reports, custom reports or standard reports. 

Dimension Structures– used to “build” reports using groupings of Dimension groups. 

Can be used to…1) Create sub-totals

                            2) Apply to columns to filter and group columns per your needs

                            3) create dimension structure reports



How to create Dimension Groups – 

Reports > Setup > Dimension groups

Setup:



How to create Dimension Groups – 

Reports > Setup > Dimension groups

Setup:



How to create Dimension Groups – 

Reports > Setup > Dimension groups

Setup:

• Dept group ID – Required field

• Name – Required field

• Description – Optional field

• Group type – Specific 

Members – will enable you to 

fill out the “Members” grid with 

the specific Dimension ID 

values



How to create Dimension Groups – 

Reports > Setup > Dimension groups

Setup:

• Dept group ID – Required field

• Name – Required field

• Description – Optional field

• Group type – All Members– will 

enable you to use filter values 

to group Dimension ID’s



Dimension groups will 

display at the top of the 

dimension picklist on 

any filter field for that 

Dimension



What if you want to group the Dimension 

Groups together and use them as filters on 

specific columns?

Create a Dimension Structure!



Setup:

How to create Dimension Structures– 

Reports > Setup > Dimension structure



Setup:

How to create Dimension Structures– 

Reports > Setup > Dimension structure



Setup:

How to create Dimension Structures– 

Reports > Setup > Dimension structure



Application

How to use the Dimension Structure in a Financial report

• Edit your Financial report

• Columns – select the column

• Dimension structure – select 

the dimension

• Dimension structure-select the 

structure



Application

How to use the Dimension Structure in a Financial report

• Select “Expand by”

• Select Dimension structure





Creating a Dimension Structure type Financial report

• Select Report 

structure

• “Dimensions”



Creating a Dimension Structure type Financial report



Creating a Dimension Structure type Financial report

• Columns – 

select the 

Account 

group you 

wish to report 

on





DEMO
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